Good Friday Service

Welcome:
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

and also with you

Lord Jesus Christ, 
as we draw near to you this day under the shadow of the cross, 
give us a new understanding of all that you have done for us: 
for in your love you have forgiven us; 
you have granted us a place in heaven; 
you have shared in our suffering; 
you have taken away our guilt and you have died our death 
that we might live your risen life. 
Help us to reflect once more on your sacrifice 
that we might learn more of your love for us. Amen.
Hymn: How deep the Father’s love for us
How deep the Father's love for us,

How vast beyond all measure

That He should give His only Son

To make a wretch His treasure

How great the pain of searing loss,

The Father turns His face away

As wounds which mar the chosen One,

Bring many sons to glory

Behold the Man upon a cross,

My sin upon His shoulders

Ashamed I hear my mocking voice,

Call out among the scoffers

It was my sin that left Him there

Until it was accomplished

His dying breath has brought me life

I know that it is finished

I will not boast in anything

No gifts, no power, no wisdom

But I will boast in Jesus Christ

His death and resurrection

Why should I gain from His reward?

I cannot give an answer

But this I know with all my heart

His wounds have paid my ransom

Reading: John 19:28-30
Address: I Thirst
Hymn: When I survey
When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of glory died

My richest gain I count but loss

And pour contempt on all my pride

Forbid it Lord that I should boast

Save in the death of Christ my God

All the vain things that charm me most

I sacrifice them to His blood

See from His head His hands His feet

Sorrow and love flow mingled down

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet

Or thorns compose so rich a crown

Were the whole realm of nature mine

That were an offering far too small

Love so amazing so divine 

Demands my soul my life my all
Reading:
Jesus is led away to be crucified – Matthew 27:27-33
Prayer: Lord Jesus, 
you were hated and abused without reason,

you were struck though you had done no wrong;

Remember those who daily face domestic violence,

who are exploited and trafficked.
Rescue them from their persecutors and bring them to a place of safety.

Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer
Reading:    Jesus’ first word from the cross – Luke 23:32-37
Prayer: Lord Jesus, 

you pleaded for your persecutors, praying, ‘Father, forgive them,

for they do not know what they are doing.’
We pray for those in prison, and

those who do wrong and cause harm to others or themselves. 

Forgive them and turn them back to yourself 

that they may walk in light and love.
Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer
Reading:
Jesus second word from the cross – Luke 23:39-43
Prayer: Lord Jesus,

You heard the cry of the dying man:


Though he had nothing to commend him,

You granted him a place with you in paradise.

Hear the prayers of all who cry out to you

And grant them faith and peace.
Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer
Reading: 
Jesus third word from the cross – John 19: 25-27
Prayer: Lord Jesus, 
You entrusted your mother to the disciple you loved,

And your disciple to your mother.
Draw us closer to each other at the foot of your cross.

Protect our doctors, nurses and carers, and
Unite us in compassion and love for one another.
Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer
Reading:
Jesus fourth word from the cross – Mark 15:33-34 
Prayer:
Lord Jesus, 
On the cross you felt the horror of separation and abandonment:
Remember those who feel forgotten and alone,
Who fear the darkness and believe God has abandoned them.
Enable them to hear your call 

and as shepherd bring them home.

Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer
Reading:
The last words of Jesus – Luke 23:44-46 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, 

You thirsted for your Father and commended your spirit into his hands.


We thirst for your living water that we may drink of true life.

We commend ourselves into the loving arms of God our Father,


Receive us and grant us eternal life. 

Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done

On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread

And forgive us our trespasses 

As we forgive those who trespass against us

And lead us not into temptation

But deliver us from evil

For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory

Forever and ever. Amen.

Hymn: 
Before the Throne of God above
Before the throne of God above

I have a strong, a perfect plea,

a great High Priest whose name is Love,

who ever lives and pleads for me.

My name is graven on His hands,

my name is written on His heart;

I know that while in heaven He stands

no tongue can bid me thence depart,

no tongue can bid me thence depart.

When Satan tempts me to despair,

and tells me of the guilt within,

upward I look and see Him there

who made an end to all my sin.

Because the sinless Saviour died

my sinful soul is counted free;

for God the just is satisfied

to look on Him and pardon me,

to look on Him and pardon me.

Behold Him there! The risen lamb,

my perfect, spotless righteousness;

the great unchangeable I AM,

the King of glory and of grace!

One with Himself I cannot die,

my soul is purchased with His blood;

my life is hid with Christ on high,

with Christ my Saviour and my God,

with Christ my Saviour and my God.

Blessing:
The peace of God, which passes all understanding 
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge 
and love of God and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit 
be with you all and remain with you always. Amen.
