
PARISH BOUNDARY CHANGE PROPOSAL 
to merge the Wincle, Macclesfield Forest & Wildboarclough 

Parishes with Rural Sutton to form a new Parish 
 
 
As advertised last month in The Link, the Wincle Facebook page and the online Parish Magazine, a 
Wincle Parish EGM was held on Tuesday 5th October at Wincle School to discuss the above. 
 
After much discussion, there was a unanimous vote against Cheshire East Council’s proposal for the 
following reasons: 
 

• As both Wincle and MF&WBC Parishes are run on a voluntary basis, neither request funds as 
part of your Council Tax Bill.  The proposed merger would require set up and on-going costs 
eg Councillor expenses, accounting costs, external auditing and other third party 
administration – this would raise your Council Tax fee. 

• The loss of local identity was seen as a huge negative and how it might increasingly impact 
events specific to each individual area in the future; 

• Wincle and Macclesfield Forest & Wildboarclough (MF&WBC) Parish Meetings are subject to 
the planning regulations within The Peak District National Park Authority, whereas Rural 
Sutton is controlled by CEC planning regulations.  This would mean Councillors 
understanding both sets of regulations and ensuring which one applied to which applicant 
and the increased administration and cost this would involve; 

• It is estimated that given the current populations of each parish and ward, Wincle (150) and 
MF&WBC (160) would have only one councillor each and the Rural Sutton Ward (362) two, 
meaning a dilution of influence for Wincle and MF&WBC on matters in their areas; 

• Parish Meetings are the purest form of local democratic governance, as all residents have a 
vote on matters relevant to that Parish.  Any change to Council status would be a dilution 
of that democratic right; 

• The Wincle website would cease as the funding for the site hosting and maintenance is done 
through the Parish Meeting.  The current content is Parish specific and maintained locally 
on a voluntary basis.  

• The Wincle Parish Plan published in 2005 had a 98% return on its questionnaire and the 
residents overwhelming stated that they wanted things to remain the same, with particular 
focus on maintaining the presence of the Church and the CofE Primary School. 

  
The following actions were agreed: 
 

• David Rutley MP will be writing to all residents expressing his opposition to this proposal; 
• Cllr Andrew Gregory said that he would put together a short 2-3 minute video to explain the 

issue; 
• Wincle volunteers will then distribute leaflets to residents highlighting the boundary change 

proposal with a sample letter listing points opposing the change. 
 
PLEASE BE AWARE THAT YOUR INPUT TO THIS CONSULTATION BEFORE ITS DEADLINE OF 28TH NOVEMBER IS VITAL IF 

YOU DON’T WANT THIS PROPOSAL – YOUR VIEW COUNTS IF YOU WANT TO SAVE WINCLE PARISH. 
 


